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Rocky Mountain Psychological Association Newsletter      Fall 2007 
 

President’s Message 
 
 

Judith A. Sugar 
University of Nevada, Reno 
 
 
Don’t wait to make your reservations for RMPA’s 78th 
annual meeting, April 10-12, 2008 in Boise at The 
Grove Hotel! RMPA’s 
reputation for excellent 
conferences is built on the 
wide variety of topics we 
feature to satisfy every 
psychologist’s interest, and 
exciting invited speakers, 
substantial diversity 
content, and sessions to 
promote our students’ 
success. Of course, our 
conference would not be as 
great as it is without the enthusiasm for psychology that 
our colleagues and their students bring to our program 
through presentations of their work and their interactions 
and networking throughout the meeting. For those 
who’ve never been to Boise, you’re in for a treat—it’s a 
charming city, with temperatures in April averaging 62° 
during the day and 39° at night, and our hotel is located 
right in the city center, within easy walking distant of 
many excellent restaurants, shopping areas, and cultural 
venues, not to mention the pretty river! 
 
Our 2008 program features a wonderful line-up of 
invited speakers and topics not to be missed! Acclaimed 
social psychologist, writer, and lecturer Carol Tavris will 
give the APS William James Lecture on Mistakes Were 
Made (But Not By Me): Why We Justify Foolish Beliefs, 
Bad Decisions, and Hurtful Acts. Eminent psychologist 
Stephen Suomi will deliver the  G. Stanley  Hall  Lecture  
 

on Uptight, Laid-back, and Jumpy Monkeys; RMPA Past 
President Donna Gelfand will speak on Why Does 
Control of Type I Diabetes Worsen in Adolescence? A 
Perspective from Developmental, Clinical, and Health 
Psychology; and, neuroscientist Michael Babcock will 
present the William Battig Lecture on Viral Vectors and 
Behavioral Neuroscience: Role of CaMKII in Learning 
and Memory. With her characteristic wit and humor, 
internationally renowned scholar and teacher Joan 
Chrisler will present the RMPA Distinguished Lecture 
on Socio-cultural Aspects of Menstruation and 
Menopause. 
 
Additionally, Guillermo Bernal will present the Psi Chi 
Distinguished Lecture on Cultural Adaptation in the Era 
of Empirically Based Psychological Practice: How the 
Two Can Tango; Traci Craig’s RMPA Diversity Council 
Address is entitled Stigma Scattershot: Understanding 
Prejudice Beyond the Target; for the Gardner Lecture, 
Heidi Shaw will speak on Human Patterns of Turn 
Taking and Gaze Direction in Sign Language 
Conversations of Cross-Fostered Chimpanzees; and my 
Presidential Address will be on Aging and Its 
Alternative. 
 
Our highly successful Portheimer-Wertheimer Teaching 
Preconference, now in its fourth year, begins at noon on 
Thursday April 10th with speaker Douglas Bernstein. An 
opening reception and keynote address will follow the 
preconference. Both Psi Chi and APA will sponsor 
career workshops and numerous other sessions of 
particular interest to our students, and this year, Renée 
Romero of the American Psychological Association of 
Graduate Students (APAGS) will give a presentation 
too. 
 
You’ll find details on submitting a presentation as well 
as lots of information about our speakers and Boise in 
this newsletter. RMPA in Boise in April—you won’t 
want to miss it! 
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Elections 
 
Two positions are up for election this year; President-
Elect and Secretary.  All Professional and Faculty 
members of RMPA are invited to vote in the upcoming 
elections.  An electronic ballot will be sent to all eligible 
voting members shortly. 
 

 
 
Candidate for President-Elect 
Eric Amsel, Ph.D. 
Professor & Chair of Psychology 
Weber State University 
 
Biography: 
 
Eric Amsel received his B.A. in Psychology from McGill 
University (1978), M.Ed. from Harvard University (1979), and 
Ph.D. from Columbia University (1986).  After teaching at the 
University of Saskatchewan and Vassar College, he has been 
at Weber State University since 1996, where he is now 
professor and chair of the 
Psychology department.  He has 
published widely in the area of 
cognitive development. He serves as 
Vice President of the Jean Piaget 
Society, Associate Editor of the 
Elsevier journal, New Ideas in 
Psychology, and is an inaugural 
member of the Society for Research 
in Child Development Teaching 
Committee.   He is a Presidential 
Distinguished Professor at Weber 
State University and was the 
Carnegie/CASE Utah Professor of the Year in 2006.   He has 
been a regular reviewer, attendee, and presenter at RMPA 
since arriving in Utah in 1996.  
 
Presidential Statement: 
 
I am honored to have been nominated to serve as President of 
RMPA.  I am excited at the prospect of continuing to 
collaborate with the talented members of the executive 
committee with whom I worked while serving as RMPA Local 
Arrangements co-chair in 2006. Like others, I have 
appreciated the various roles that the association plays in the 
lives of its members. I am committed to keeping the 
conference a friendly and vibrant opportunity for 
undergraduate students, graduate students and faculty 
members to present research, discuss teaching ideas, network 
with colleagues, and meet old and new friends.  If elected, I 
would ensure the continuation of these and other functions of 
the annual conference and support older and newer RMPA 
traditions.  
 

 
Candidate for Secretary 
Robert Rycek, Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychology & Associate Dean 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
 
Biography: 
 
Bob Rycek, Professor of Psychology and Associate Dean of 
the College of Natural & Social Sciences, received his B.A. in 
Psychology from the University of Illinois, Chicago in 1976, 
an M.A. in Psychology from Northern Illinois University in 
1980, and his Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology from 
Northern Illinois University in 1983. Dr. Rycek joined the 
faculty at the University of Nebraska at Kearney (UNK) in 
1983 (then Kearney State College). 
Trained as a developmental 
psychologist, his research interests 
focus on cognitive development 
including work on conditional logic 
problem solving and changes in 
memory strategies with age.  More 
recently, Dr. Rycek has been 
studying adolescent egocentrism as 
well as adolescent peer group 
interactions. He has published articles in Developmental 
Psychobiology, the Journal of General Psychology, and 
Adolescence, among others and has published ancillary 
materials for a number of developmental textbooks.  
 He was the Founding President of the Nebraska 
Psychological Society and has been active in a number of 
professional organizations. He is currently serving as Interim 
Secretary of the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association 
and previously served as the Regional Co-Chair of the Council 
of Teachers of Undergraduate Psychology (CTUP) for the 
RMPA Region.  Dr. Rycek received the 1999 College of 
Natural & Social Sciences Award for Faculty Mentoring of 
Undergraduate Student Research, the 1999 UNK Faculty 
Mentoring of Student Research Award, two UNK Creative 
Teaching Awards (2000, 2001), the University of Nebraska 
Outstanding Teaching and Instructional Creativity Award in 
2001, and the Pratt-Heins Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Service in 2004. 
 
Secretarial Statement: 
 
I attended my first RMPA convention back in 1986 and have 
watched this organization evolve into what I consider one of 
the best, if not the best, regional psychology organizations.  I 
was honored to be appointed by the Executive Committee to 
fill out an unexpired term as secretary and would appreciate 
the opportunity to continue in that role.  You would be hard 
pressed to find a nicer and more dedicated group of people 
than those who currently serve on the Executive Committee of 
RMPA.  My goal, as secretary, would be to support the 
membership by offering a high quality convention program in 
a friendly atmosphere where all feel welcome.   
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RMPA 2008 CONVENTION 

INFORMATION 
 

APRIL 10-12, 2008 
The Grove Hotel 

245 South Capitol Blvd. 
Boise, Idaho   83702 

(T) 888-961-5000 
(F) 208-333-8800 
 
Convention Co-Managers 
 
Charles Honts 
Department of Psychology 
Boise State University 
chonts@boisestate.edu 
208-426-3695 
 
Eric Landrum  
Department of Psychology 
Boise State University 
elandru@boisestate.edu 
208-426-1993 
 
Lodging 
 
The Grove Hotel, Boise's only AAA Four-Diamond rated 
hotel!  Reservations are made by calling the hotel directly 
at their toll-free number 888-961-5000 by March 6, 2008.  
Room rates are $99 for a single, $109 for a double and 
$199 for a suite.  The Grove Hotel has guaranteed RMPA that 
these will be the lowest rates available.   Please be sure to tell 
them that you will 
be attending the 
RMPA Annual 
Meeting in order 
to get the special 
rate. 
 
Transportation 
 
The Boise Airport 
is serviced by 
numerous airlines 
with regular flights. The Grove Hotel provides a free shuttle 
service from and to the Airport.  Taxi and Limousine service 
are also available.  For details check, The Grove’s 
transportation page. If you are driving to Boise, you will be on 
I-84.  From either the East or West take the Airport/Vista 
Avenue exit and travel north on Vista Avenue. Vista Avenue 
transitions into Capitol Boulevard which will then take you 
directly to the hotel.  
 

BOISE at  a  glance  
 

 
 
The Grove Hotel is located in downtown Boise and is within 
easy walking distance to over 50 restaurants, ranging from fast 
food to nationally rated fine dining including many 
unexpected ethnic restaurants,  www.diningdecisions.com  
 
Boise’s downtown is a lively area for shopping, sports and the 
arts.  In the immediate area of The Grove Hotel is the Qwest 
Arena, www.qwestarenaidaho.com and the Boise Centre on 
the Grove www.boisecentre.com 
 
Downtown Boise is also vibrant home to an active nightlife 
with a number of medium and small venues for music, 
comedy, and social gatherings.  One block from the 
convention hotel is the first distillery/pub/restaurant in the 
United States, www.bardenay.com where you can watch (and 
enjoy) them making rum, vodka and gin.  
 
Just a few blocks away are Boise State University, Idaho’s 
largest university and Boise’s Metropolitan Research 
University of Distinction, www.boisestate.edu/ Boise State 
University is home to The Morrison Center for the Performing 
Arts, mc.boisestate.edu/ host to the Boise Ballet, Opera and 
Symphony, and the Taco Bell Arena, www.tacobellarena.com  
  
Just across the street from the Grove Hotel is the Basque 
Block where you can learn about and enjoy Idaho’s Basque 
culture through dining, museum and cultural activities, 
www.boisebasques.com 
 
There are over 100 retail businesses within walking distance 
of the convention hotel representing local merchants and 
national chains.  For a list of merchants and for an all around 
good place to learn about downtown Boise check, 
www.downtownboise.org 
 
Boise also has a wonderful art museum (a couple of blocks 
from the hotel) that has an excellent permanent collection and 
which hosts a number of national and international exhibitions 
each year.  www. boiseartmuseum.org 
 
The City of Trees also boasts an unpolluted river flowing 
through the heart of the city and a 25-mile river front greenbelt 
(within walking distance of the convention hotel).   
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Among the many other unique sites to visit are the Morrison-
Knudsen Nature Center, Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights 
Memorial, Idaho Black History 
Museum and the World Center for 
Birds of Prey.  Southwest Idaho’s 
easily accessible outdoors beckons 
the Boise visitor to enjoy nearby 
mountains, desert sand dunes, 
canyons and whitewater rafting 
rivers. Boise is the perfect city for a 
memorable visit.  For more 
information about Boise and the 
treasure valley see, www.boise.org 
 
We are really looking forward to 
RMPA coming to Boise and we 
KNOW you are going to have a 
wonderful time visiting the Treasure Valley of Idaho.  
 
RMP A Pr e- Co nf er e nc e at  a gl anc e:  
 
Wertheimer-Portenier Teaching Pre-Conference  
  
Doug Bernstein, author of several popular textbooks and 
coordinator of the annual NITOP conference will kick-off the 
Portenier-Wertheimer Teaching Pre-Conference with a talk on  
"Was it Good for You, Too? Keeping Teaching Exciting for 
Us and for Them". Several interesting symposia have been 
planned including The Application of Cognitive Science 
Research to the Classroom, The Narcissistic Student, 
Opportunities for Involving Students in Service Learning 
Activities, and Student Engagement and Retention.  We will 
also have workshops on Working with Students with 
Disabilities, Tactics and Strategies for Motivating Students, 
and Technology in the Classroom.  Special sessions are 
planned on the hurdles faced by The Beginning Teacher, 
Codependency: How to Help Teachers When Students Say 
They Have Too Much To Do, and Reevaluating the 
Psychology Major-Links to Community Colleges. This year, 
our session on Academic Integrity will address ethical issues 
that students may encounter outside of the classroom in 
internships, jobs, practica, and service learning activities. As a 
part of the pre-conference, there will be Teaching Take-Out of 
exercises and demonstrations you can use in the classroom. A 
series of short presentations and posters will explore a variety 
of topics of interest to teachers.  
 
Pre-Conference Activities for Students 
 
During the Teaching Pre-Conference, there will be parallel 
sessions of interest to students, including a Participant 
Exchange Program that will provide students with the 
opportunity to talk with graduate mentors from different areas 
of psychology, and APA sponsored Academic Careers 
Workshop, and a session on How to Get Into Grad School. 
 

 

RMP A  C on ve nt i o n at  a  gl an ce :  
 
The 2008 Convention has a stellar line-up of guest 
speakers representing a wide-range of interests in 
psychology.  Here are just a few: 

 
Portenier-Wertheimer Teaching Pre-Conference 

Keynote Address 
 

“Was it Good for You, Too? Keeping 
Teaching Exciting for Us and for Them” 

 
Doug Bernstein, Ph.D. 

University of South Florida 
 

Doug Bernstein received his PhD in clinical 
psychology from Northwestern University and 

taught for many years 
at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Currently, 
he is Professor 
Emeritus at the 
University of Illinois, 
Courtesy Professor of 
Psychology at the 
University of South 

Florida, and Visiting Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Southampton. Over the years, he has 
received numerous teaching awards including the 
2002 American Psychological Foundation's 
Distinguished Teaching in Psychology Award. He 
is the guiding force behind the annual NITOP 
conference and is currently serving as Chair of the 
Steering Committee for the APS Fund for Teaching 
and Public Understanding of Psychological Science. 
Doug has co-authored textbooks in introductory 
psychology, abnormal psychology, clinical 
psychology, criminal behavior, and progressive 
relaxation training, and has co-edited books in 
applied, developmental, and introductory 
psychology. His talk is entitled "Was it Good for 
You, Too?: Keeping Teaching Exciting for Us and 
for Them". This talk for faculty presents ideas for 
building "highlights" into every class session so as 
to keep the teacher as interested in the class, year 
after year, as we want the students to be. 
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APA  
G. Stanley Hall Lecture 

“Up-tight, Laid-back, and Jumpy 
Monkeys” 

Stephen Suomi, Ph.D. 
Chief, Laboratory of Comparative Ethology  

National Institute of Child Health & Human Development 
 
Recent research has found marked individual 
differences in patterns of rhesus monkey 
biobehavioral development throughout the life span. 
Approximately 20% of monkeys growing up in 
naturalistic settings consistently display unusually 
fearful and anxious-like 
behavioral reactions to 
novel, mildly stressful 
social situations 
throughout development; 
another 5-10% are likely 
to exhibit impulsive 
and/or inappropriately 
aggressive responses 
under similar 
circumstances. These 
distinctive behavioral 
patterns and their 
biological correlates 
appear early in life and remain remarkably stable 
from infancy to adulthood. Both genetic and 
experiential mechanisms are implicated not only in 
the expression of these patterns but also in their 
transmission across successive generations of 
monkeys. For example, a specific polymorphism in 
the serotonin transporter gene is associated with 
deficits in infant neurobehavioral functioning and in 
juvenile and adolescent control of aggression and 
serotonin metabolism in monkeys who experienced 
insecure early attachments but not in monkeys who 
developed secure attachment relationships with 
their mothers during infancy (“maternal buffering”). 
Moreover, because the attachment style of a 
monkey mother is typically “copied” by her 
daughters when they grow up and become mothers 
themselves, similar buffering is likely to occur for 
the next generation of infants carrying that specific 
polymorphism. 

 

APS 
William James Lecturer 

 
“Mistakes Were Made (But Not By 

Me): Why We Justify Foolish Beliefs, 
Bad Decisions, and Hurtful Acts” 

 
Carol A. Tavris, Ph.D. 

Los Angeles 
 
Carol Tavris is a social psychologist, writer, and 
lecturer. Her books include the landmark Anger: The 
Misunderstood Emotion 
and the award-winning The 
Mismeasure of Woman: 
Why Women Are Not the 
Better Sex, the Inferior Sex, 
or the Opposite Sex. An 
acclaimed lecturer, she has 
addressed audiences of all 
kinds on many topics 
having to do with 
psychological research, 
including the difference 
between science and pseudoscience in psychology. 
She is a Fellow of the American Psychological 
Association and the Association for Psychological 
Science. She lives in Los Angeles. 
 
 

William Battig Memorial Lecturer 
 

“Viral Vectors and Behavioral 
Neuroscience: Role of CaMKII in 

Learning and Memory” 
 

A. Michael Babcock, Ph.D. 
Montana State University 

 
Mike Babcock has taken 
the study of memory 
from the functional level 
of organs to the 
activation of cells in the 
hippocampus, the part of 
our brain most active 
when we are creating 
certain types of 
memories. A former 
department chair, he is 
currently the director of 
the psychology graduate program at Montana State 
University in Bozeman. 
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Gardner Lecture 
 

"Human Patterns of Turn Taking and Gaze 
Direction In Sign Language Conversations Of 

Cross-Fostered Chimpanzees" 
 

Heidi Shaw, Ph.D. 
Yakima Valley Community College 

 
Heidi Shaw was born and raised in Massachusetts. She 
earned undergraduate degrees in Ethology and German 
and an M.S. in Experimental Psychology at Central 
Washington University, where she worked with the 
cross-fostered chimpanzees Washoe, Moja, Tatu, Dar 
and Loulis for over fifteen years. She completed her 
Ph.D. in Experimental 
Psychology at the 
University of Nevada, 
Reno under major 
professors Trixie and 
Allen Gardner. For her 
doctoral research, she 
investigated gaze 
direction during signed 
conversations between 
a cross-fostered chimpanzee and a human conversational 
partner. Currently, she teaches psychology at Yakima 
Valley Community College in Washington and 
supervises students in research on various aspects of 
pointing gestures in adult humans. 
 
 

RMPA Diversity Council Invited Address 
 

“Stigma Scattershot: 
Understanding Prejudice Beyond the Target” 

 
Traci Craig, Ph.D. 

University of Idaho 
 
The presentation will discuss a 
series of studies that examine the 
ways in which stigma and 
prejudice impact those who are 
exposed to the prejudicial 
attitudes but who are not the 
target of the prejudice. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RMPA Distinguished Lecturer 
 

"Socio-cultural Aspects of Menstruation and 
Menopause" 

 
Joan C. Chrisler, Ph.D. 

Connecticut College 
  
Joan Chrisler is internationally known for her research 
and writing on the psychology of women, gender, and 
women’s health issues. Her most recent books are 
Women Over 50: Psychological 
Perspectives and From Menarche 
to Menopause: The Female Body 
in Feminist Therapy. A fellow of 
APA and APS, Past President of 
the Society for the Psychology of 
Women (APA Division 35), and 
Psychology Department Chair at 
Connecticut College, she has won 
many awards for her scholarship and teaching, 
including the Christine Ladd-Franklin Award and the 
Florence Denmark National Faculty Advisor Award. 
 

 

Psi Chi Distinguished Lecture 
 

“Cultural Adaptation in the Era of Empirically 
Based Psychological Practice: How the Two Can 

Tango” 
 

Guillermo Bernal, Ph.D. 
 University of Puerto Rico 

 
The increase in ethnic minorities in 
the U.S., as well as increased 
representation of ethnic minorities 
in academic and research settings, has 
led to much interest in applied work 
in therapy interventions to reach 
these under-served and numerically 
growing peoples. Cultural adaptation models of 
existing therapy interventions started emerging in the 
mid-90s at the same time as empirically validated 
treatments (EVTs) were being sought and initial 
guidelines for the EVTs (now called empirically-based 
treatments or EBTs) were being drafted and published. 
These two efforts - cultural adaptation and promotion 
of EBTs - have been seen by some as conflicting 
areas. There is over a decade of theoretical and 
empirical reports in both, yet there has been no clear 
articulation of how these two areas can indeed co-
exist. The focus of this talk will be to present the two 
lines of inquiry and show how the two can be 
complimentary pieces of a larger puzzle of 
intervention activities aimed at improving mental 
health in ethnic minority and majority populations.  
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Past President’s Address 
 
 “Why Does Control of Type I Diabetes Worsen 

in Adolescence? A Perspective from 
Developmental, Clinical, and Health Psychology” 

 
Donna M. Gelfand, Ph.D. 

University of Utah 
  
Donna Gelfand uses a social 
cognitive approach to study 
developmental issues in well 
children and those with 
diabetes. A current focus of 
her research is parent-child 
relationships and adjustment 
in children with Type I 
diabetes. She is a fellow of 
APA, APS, and SRCD, and her work has been 
recognized with the University of Utah’s 
Distinguished Research Award. 
 
 

Reviewers Wanted 
 
The Social Science Journal (official journal of the 
Western Social Science Association or WSSA and 
published by Elsevier) is seeking reviewers for 
manuscripts that are primarily psychological in nature.  
For more information check out their web-site 
(http://wssa.asu.edu/) or contact the editor, Dr. N. Prabha 
Unnithan, at N.Prabha.Unnithan@ColoState.EDU .  
Submissions that are of broad interest to a readership of 
social scientists, primarily concentrated in the Western 
U. S. and Canada are also welcome.  
 
 
 
 
RMPA Treasurer’s Report 
8/07 
 
Conference Income     $32,440.00 
Conference Expenses   $23,820.29 
Current Amount in Checking Account $25,729.73 
Current Amount in Savings Account $ 1,057.70 
CD Investment    $15,369.37 
 
Number of Members  143 
Number of Affiliates  426 
Number of Lifetime Members   53 
 
 
 
 

Forrest Receives Early Career Award 
 
 The 2007 Rocky Mountain Psychological 
Association Early Career Award was presented to Dr. Krista 
D. Forrest at the RMPA April Business Meeting in Denver.  
Dr. Forrest is an Associate Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney. She attended North 
Carolina State University 
receiving a MS in Cognitive 
Development in 1994 and a 
Ph.D. in Social Psychology in 
1997. Although she originally 
developed a research program 
in procedural justice and 
group dynamics, she began 
researching factors related to 
police interrogations after 
hearing a talk by Dr. Saul 
Kassin at UNK in 1999.  
 Since 1999, Dr. 
Forrest, her colleagues and 
students have been systematically investigating police 
interrogation methods designed and recommended by Inbau, 
Reid, Buckley and Jayne. Currently she is examining (a) mock 
jurors’ perceptions of police evidence ploys used during 
interrogation, (b) whether false polygraph results increase a 
suspect’s likelihood of falsely confessing, and (c) whether 
polygraph monitoring of minors convicted of possession of 
alcohol  (MIPs) decreases their likelihood of drinking prior to 
turning 21.  She has published empirical articles in Current 
Research in Social Psychology, the Journal of Witness 
Credibility and Assessment, and Personality and Individual 
Differences and her work has been cited in the Handbook of 
Forensic Psychology, Psychological Science, and American 
Psychologist.  
 Dr. Forrest has also consulted on or served as an 
expert witness for several court cases across the U.S. She also 
trains police officers and polygraph examiners on factors that 
may increase their likelihood of eliciting false confessions.  
 In addition to her work on police interrogations, Dr. 
Forrest has published or in press 9 articles on teaching issues 
in such journals as Teaching of Psychology, The Psychology 
Teachers Newsletter and the College Student Journal.  Much 
of this work has focused on effectively using group work in 
the college classroom. In 2008 she will have chapters 
published in Lessons Learned Vol 3: Practical Advice for the 
Teaching of Psychology edited by Baron Perlman and 
Developing, Promoting and Sustaining the Undergraduate 
Research Experience in Psychology, edited by Richard Miller 
et al. In 2002 she received an outstanding teaching 
presentation award from the Society for the Teaching of 
Psychology and in 2003 and 2005 she received the UNK 
Creative Teaching Award. Since 1996 she has mentored over 
30 undergraduate students resulting in 6 co-authored articles 
either published or under review and 31 presentations. Many 
of these students have gone on to graduate programs across 
the country.  
  
 
 

RMPA Past-President 
Charles Honts presents 
RMPA Early Career Award 
to Krista Forrest. 



Fall 2007                                                       Rocky Mountain Psychological Association                                                        Page 8 
www.rockymountainpsych.org 

RMPA Early Career Award 

Call for Nominations! 

 
RMPA is soliciting nominations for the 2008 Early Career 
Award. The award will be presented at the Denver convention 
to recognize a young member of RMPA who has already made 
significant contributions to the Association and to 
psychology. The awards committee consists of the past-
president, the currnt president, and the president-elect. 
Recommendations of the awards committee are ratified by the 
RMPA Executive Committee. 

 
Criteria for the Award 

 
Candidates for the award must: 
• have a doctorate in psychology or a related field 
• have been granted a degree 5 to 10 years prior to their 

nomination 
• have been visibly active in RMPA for no less than 5 

years, and, ideally, should have mentored students who 
have participated in RMPA 

• show promise of achieving national visibility 
 

To Nominate a Candidate for the Award 
 
All that is required for a nomination is 
• a current vita 
• two letters of recommendation that speak to the criteria 

listed above 
 
Self-nominations are acceptable. 
 
Deadline for Nomination: February 1, 2008 
 

Send nominations to: 
Nancy Karlin, Ph.D. 
School of Psychological Sciences 
University of Northern Colorado 
Greely, CO   80639 
 
Or via e-mail to: nancy.karlin@unco.edu 
 

 
Previous Early Career Award Recipients 

 
2003 – William Douglas Woody, University of                  

Northern Colorado 
2004 – Britton Mace, Southern Utah University 
2005 – Michelle Butler, US Air Force Academy 
2006 – Carla Reyes, University of Utah 
2007 – Krista Forrest, University of Nebraska at Kearney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2007-08 RMPA Executive Committee 

 
President 
Judith A. Sugar  
School of Public Health / 274 
University of Nevada 
Reno, NV   89557-0036 
jsugar@unr.edu 
 
President-Elect 
William Wozniak 
Department of Psychology 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
Kearney, NE   68849 
wozniakw@unk.edu 
 
Past President 
Nancy J. Karlin  
School of Psychological Sciences 
University of Northern Colorado 
Greeley, CO 80639 
nancy.karlin@unco.edu 
 
Secretary 
Robert F. Rycek 
Department of Psychology 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
Kearney, NE  68849-5140 
rycekr@unk.edu 
 
Treasurer 
Cheryl E. Sanders 
Metropolitan State College of Denver 
Department of Psychology, Box 54 
Denver, CO   80217-3362 
sandersc@mscd.edu 
 
Program Chair 
Diane Martichuski 
Department of Psychology 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
Boulder, CO   80309 
diane.martichuski@colorado.edu 
 
Archivist/Historian 
Richard L. Miller 
Department of Psychology 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
Kearney, NE  68849-5140 
millerrrl@unk.edu 
 
Diversity Council Chair 
Susan Becker 
Department of Psychology 
Mesa State College 
Grand Junction, CO  81501 
sbecker@mesastate.edu 
 


