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Rocky Mountain Psychological Association Newsletter      Fall 2006 
 

 

President’s Message 
 

Nancy J. Karlin 

University of Northern Colorado 
 

 RMPA’s Executive 
Committee devotes an 
enormous amount of time 
and effort to planning each 
convention.  This tireless 
effort can be easily seen in 
the events already slated for 
the 77th annual convention 
April 12-14, 2007.  The 
RMPA Distinguished 
Lecture by C. Daniel Batson 
of the University of Kansas is sure to be a highlight.  
Dr. Batson, known for his altruism research, will 
lecture on “Moral Motivation: Integrity or 
Hypocrisy?” David A. Kenny from the University 
of Connecticut will deliver the APA Distinguished 
Scientist Lecture.  Dr. Kenny will enlighten us on 
what we didn’t learn in our graduate statistics 
classes. 
  

David B. Daniel of the University of 
Northern Colorado will without doubt present one 
of the most talked about lectures at this year’s 
meeting.  Dr. Daniel known for his insight will talk 
on “Using Powerpoint to Ruin a Perfectly Good 
Lecture.”  Do not miss this humorous yet 
informative event. The President’s Symposium 
titled “The tarnished golden years: Facing cognitive 
decline and death” will be delivered by Hasker P. 
Davis, Sara Honn Qualls, and Tom Pyszczynski all 
from the University of Colorado at Colorado 

Springs.  In a separate presentation, Dr. Pyszcynski 
will detail his latest work on terror management. 
 

 Elizabeth Glisky from the University of 
Arizona will give the Past President’s Address. The 
title of this presentation is “Memory and Aging.”  
David G. Myers, prolific author and Professor of 
Psychology at Hope College, will deliver the CTUP 
Invited Lecture. 
  

Other notable presentations planned include 
one of the foremost infant researchers, Carolyn 
Rovee-Collier of Rutgers University, who is the 
APS William James Lecturer.  In addition there will 
be a session sponsored by APA on “How to 
Publish,” and a humorous session with Mitchell 
Handelsman (University of Colorado at Denver) 
and William Wozniak (University of Nebraska at 
Kearney). 
 

 Three years ago, RMPA organized its first 
Teaching Pre-conference. This year’s Pre-
conference includes a complete program of talks 
related to an array of teaching topics.  I want to 
encourage every convention attendee interested in 
teaching issues to be there.  Bill McKeachie 
(University of Michigan), who has given his life to 
teaching and learning, will be the opening speaker 
for the Pre-conference. You will not want to miss 
this internationally recognized expert. 
 

 This year’s meeting will take place at the 
Sheraton Denver Tech Center.  The hotel just 
completed a top-to-bottom renovation and will offer 
even the most discerning traveler a quality stay.  Do 
not wait to make your reservations because RMPA 
2007 is expected to be one of the largest meetings 
yet. 
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Elections 
 

Two positions are up for election this year; President-
Elect and Diversity Council Chair.  All Professional and 

Faculty members of RMPA are invited to vote in the 

upcoming elections.  An electronic ballot will be sent to 
all eligible voting members shortly. 
 

 
Candidate for President-Elect 

William Wozniak, Ph.D. 

Professor of Psychology 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 
 

William (Bill) Wozniak received his B.A, from the 

University of Notre Dame in 1973, his M.A. in 1978 and his 

Ph.D. in 1981 from Miami University. He is a Professor of 

Psychology at the University of 

Nebraska at Kearney, his home 

institution since 1978. Though trained 

in Cognitive Psychology under Drs. 

Ray White and John Jahnke at Miami, 

Wozniak considers himself a 
Generalist, whose research interests 

have been heavily influenced by his 

students. In the past 5 years, he has 

mentored over 20 student papers 

presented at local, regional, and national conferences. These 

topics have been wide ranging, including involuntary 

displacement from one’s home, the restoration effect, the 

misinformation effect, and the effects of symmetry on ratings 

of facial attractiveness in dogs.  

If he were pressured to describe a research 

specialization, it would be the study of belief in the 
paranormal and the effectiveness of teaching techniques that 

encourage critical thinking, such as the use of counter-

attitudinal advocacy. He has collaborated with Dr Rick Miller 

on these topics for over ten years. This work has lead to 

several publications and presentations. 

At UNK, Wozniak has served terms as Chair of the 

Psychology Department, Director of the General Studies 

Program and has held a joint appointment in both Psychology 

and Computer Science and Information Systems. He has 

taught over 20 different Psychology and Computer Science 

courses, has developed many new UNK Psychology courses, 

and has team-taught several courses with his colleagues. He 
has served as President of the UNK Faculty Senate twice and 

as a faculty union negotiator. He has received the UNK Pratt-

Heins Foundation Award for Outstanding Service in 1998, the 

RMPA Distinguished Service Award in 1998, the Kearney 

Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Teaching in Higher 

Education Award in 1998, and the College Outstanding 

Faculty Mentor Award in 2001.  

Dr Wozniak has a long-standing record of 

involvement with RMPA, serving as program co-chair with 

Rick Miller from 1995 to 2000, and as program chair or co-

chair until 2003. He is presently referred to as a wise old sage 
by the current program chair—on good days—before the 

conference. Some of his notable contributions include some 

subtle, some not-so-subtle, and some controversial injections 

of humor and well-intentioned fun into the conference 

proceedings. He is a frequent presenter at the RMPA 

Portenier-Wertheimer Teaching Pre-conference, as well as a 

regular member of and note-taker for the planning committee. 
He is indeed honored to have been nominated to be 

President of RMPA and, if elected, would work diligently to 

continue the traditions that have made our conference a 

valuable experience. 

 

 

Candidate for Diversity Council Chair 

Susan E. Becker, Ph.D. 

Professor of Psychology 

Mesa State College 
 

 I am in my 11th year as faculty at Mesa State 

College.  I have been involved with programming at RMPA 

since 1997, initially as a program reviewer and more recently 

helping with STP programming and 

working on the diversity council.  

My Ph.D. is in clinical psychology 

with an interest in human change 

processes.  This work has led me to 

an appreciation of the diverse ways 

in which people are able to approach 

change. I also work in the 

community with Western Equality 

and the suicide prevention coalition.  Both of these efforts 

attend to how minority status and inequality affect 

communities.  I also work closely with students facilitating 

research and as Psi Chi chapter advisor.    

 I believe in the power and value of diversity.  The 

goals for the diversity council that I would wish to work 

toward are 1) to continue to have a keynote speaker or paper 

session at RMPA that addresses diversity (minorities, 

disabilities, ageism, etc) 2) to increase undergraduate and 

graduate student involvement in diversity programming, and 

3) to increase the visibility of diversity resources both at the 

yearly conference and on the RMPA website.   

 

RMPA Treasurer’s Report 
 

Current amount in checking    $26,531.01 

Current amount in savings   $10,057.00 

 
2006 Conference income $29,402.00 

2006 Conference expenses $26,015.00 
 

Membership: 
Affiliates 292 

Members 121 

Lifetime   53 
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RMPA 2007 CONVENTION 

INFORMATION 

 

APRIL 12-14, 2007 

Sheraton Denver Tech Center Hotel 

7007 South Clinton Street 

Greenwood Village, CO   80112 

303-792-6200 
 

Convention Co-Managers 
 

Ken Nikels 

Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
2110 Founders Hall 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Kearney, NE   68849 

nikelsk@unk.edu 

(308) 865-8201 
 

Mitch Handelsmann 

Department of Psychology 

Campus Box 173 

University of Colorado at Denver 

PO Box 173364 

Denver, CO   80217-3364 

mitchell.handelsman@cudenver.edu 
(303) 556-2672 

 

Lodging 

Sheraton Denver Tech Center Hotel.  Reservations should be 
made by calling the Sheraton Hotels reservation number at 1-

888-627-7813 by March 9, 2007.  Please specify that you are 

attending the RMPA annual 

meeting in order to get the 

special rate.  Single/double 

rooms are $89 (king or two 

double beds).  Up-grades to 

the club level are available 

for $119 and suites are 

$149. 

 

Transportation 

There is no hotel shuttle 

from Denver International Airport to the Sheraton Denver 

Tech.  Super Shuttle (currently $19 one way; $34 round trip) 

is recommended; there is a desk at DIA.  Telephone 303-370-

1300. 

 

If you are driving from DIA, take Interstate 70 West to 

Interstate 25 South and exit onto Arapahoe Road (Exit 197). 

Turn left onto Arapahoe Road and continue past 2 lights. Turn 

right onto South Clinton Street.Take I-25 South and exit onto 

Arapahoe Road (Exit 197). Turn left onto Arapahoe Road and 
continue past 2 lights. Turn right onto South Clinton 

Street.Take I-25 North and exit onto Arapahoe Road (Exit 

197). Turn right onto Arapahoe Road. Travel approximately 

100 feet and turn right on South Clinton Street.Take I-70 East 

to I-25 South. Exit onto Arapahoe Road (Exit 197) and turn 

left onto Arapahoe Road. Continue past 2 lights and turn right 

onto South Clinton Street. 

 

DENV ER at  a gla nce : 
 

The Sheraton Denver Tech Center, site of the 2007 RMPA 

annual meeting, is located just off I-25 south of downtown, the 

professional sports stadiums and the Pepsi Center.  The 

recently renovated hotel has 263 guest rooms that feature great 

views of downtown, Pikes Peak, and the Rocky Mountains. 

In-room amenities include high speed internet connection, a 

work desk, ironing boards and irons, and complementary 

coffee and coffee maker.  If you choose to upgrade to the Club 

Level, you will be on the top floor and receive a full breakfast 

and evening hors d’oeuvres with complementary drinks. Other 

hotel features include a fitness center with Jacuzzi and outdoor 

heated pool.  Browsers Restaurant (full service), Browsers 
Library, and Browsers Martini Lounge offer food, drink, and a 

place to relax. 

 

The Sheraton offers complimentary van service within a 5-

mile radius, providing numerous entertainment, shopping, and 

dining venues from which to choose.  These would include the 

Country Dinner Playhouse (walking distance) and Park 

Meadows Mall, with Nordstroms, Dillards, Foleys, Lord & 

Taylor, and several restaurants and specialty shops. Close by 

are golf courses, bowling lanes, and movie theaters.  

Restaurant options vary from Applebee’s and Bennigan’s to 
Cheesecake Factory, India’s Clay Oven, Landry’s Seafood 

House, Macaroni Grill, Maggiano’s Little Italy, Morton’s of 

Chicago, Outback, P.F. Chang’s, Sahara (Moroccan & 

Lebanese), and the Trail Dust Steakhouse (also walking 

distance). 

 

Denver itself is loaded with attractions. For a comprehensive, 

up-to-the-minute website with information about major 

current events and destinations in the region, visit one or more 

of the following:  

 www.denver.com/  

 www.denver.citysearch.com/ 
 www.denver.org/ 

 

The Denver Museum of Nature & Science (www.dmns.org), 

Denver Art Museum (www.denverartmuseum.org), Denver 

Zoo (www.denverzoo.org), Denver Botanic Gardens 

(www.botanicgardens.org), and the Molly Brown House 

(www.mollybrown.org) are all outstanding. Check the Denver 
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Museum of Nature and Science’s website closer to the 

convention date for IMAX Theater shows.  The Denver Center 

Theatre Company (www.denvercenter.org) will be showing 

three plays in repertory during April, 2007: Mrs. Warren’s 

Profession, Pure Confidence, and The Sweetest Swing in 

Baseball. 
 

Denver has much more to offer in addition to museums and 

cultural events. There are numerous beautiful city parks, 

including Red Rocks Park, Confluence Park at the confluence 

of the Platte River and Cherry Creek, City Park right next to 

the zoo, and Dinosaur Ridge (with dinosaur tracks visible 

from the road). The more ambitious among us might want to 

take a look at www.trails.com, where you can find lists of 

such things as the best hiking in Colorado, the best fly-fishing, 

and the best scenic drives. Bergen Peak is a beautiful hike, and 

will take you up to 9708 feet.  For the more sedate, the Brown 

Palace Hotel in downtown Denver has been open continuously 
since 1892; the eight-story atrium lobby is magnificent and 

tours and wonderful dining are available. The 16th Street Mall 

and Larimer Square are close by as well. Denver’s ethnic 

neighborhoods have some great restaurants, and the metro area 

has some truly excellent cuisine - look for suggestions in your 

registration packet next April. Sports and entertainment 

venues include Coors Field (the Rockies may be in town!) and 

the Pepsi Center. 

 

If Park Meadows Mall isn’t enough shopping for you, there 

are also Cherry Creek Mall in southeast Denver and Flatirons 
Mall on Route 36 to Boulder.  The Tattered Cover Bookstore, 

a notable feature of Cherry Creek for many years and one of 

the nation’s top independent bookstores, has now moved to 

the historic Lowenstein Theatre on Colfax Avenue.  

 

Also nearby are numerous interesting destinations including 

the Butterfly Pavilion (www.butterflies.org) on Highway 36 to 

Boulder, Boulder itself, Golden (with the Coors Brewery, the 

Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave on Lookout Mountain, and 

the Colorado Railroad Museum), the Castle Rock Factory 

Outlets Stores just south of the Tech Center, and, of course, 

the mountains. The entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park 
is only about an hour and a half north of Denver off of I-25. 

There may still be ski areas open for spring skiing in April; I-

70 West is a quick access. The Air Force Academy, Pikes 

Peak (with its cog railway), Garden of the Gods, Manitou 

Springs, and Cove of the Winds are just a few of the 

attractions in the Colorado Springs area, just an hour to an 

hour and a half sound on I-25. 

 

As the “Mile High City”, Denver is on the high plains right at 

the gateway to the spectacular Rocky Mountains. When 

planning for your trip to the convention, remember that while 
days may be quite warm, temperatures always cool down in 

the evening, and weather changes can and do occur frequently. 

 

Please see the RMPA 2007 Convention Information section in 

this newsletter for hotel reservation details. 

 

See you in Denver! 

RMPA 2007 at  a glance : 
 

The 2007 Convention has a stellar line-up of guest 

speakers representing a wide-range of interests in 

psychology.  Here are just a few: 

 

 

Portenier-Wertheimer Teaching Pre-Conference 

Keynote Address 
 

“Motivating Students to Learn” 
 

Bill McKeachie, Ph.D. 

University of Michigan 

 

Bill McKeachie is Professor emeritus, Department of 

Psychology, University of Michigan, where he has taught for 

close to 60 years. His primary 

activities have been teaching, 

research on learning and teaching, 

and training college teachers. He has 
been President of the American 

Psychological Association; the 

American Association of Higher 

Education; the Division of 

Educational, Instructional, and 

School Psychology of the 

International Association of Applied 

Psychology; and the Center for Social Gerontology; and Past 

Chair of the Committee on Teaching, Research, and 

Publication of the American Association of University 

Professors. He has also been a member of the Council of the 
National Institute of Mental Health, the Special Medical 

Advisory Group of the Veteran's Administration and various 

other governmental advisory committees. Bill has published a 

number of articles and books, the best known of which is 

Teaching Tips: Strategies, Research, and Theory for College 

and University Teachers. 12th ed (2005), published by 

Houghton-Mifflin. Among other honors he has received are 8 

honorary degrees and the American Psychological Foundation 

Gold Medal for Lifetime Contributions to Psychology. 

 

 
APA Distinguished Scientist Lecture 

 
 

“What You Did Not Learn In 

Graduate Stats Classes” 
 

David A. Kenny, Ph.D. 

University of Connecticut 
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The RMPA Executive Committee  

is 

Proud 

Delighted 

Happy 

Going 

to Present: 

 

Mitchell M. Handelsman, Ph.D. 

University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences Center 

 

and 

 

William Wozniak, Ph.D. 

University of Nebraska at Kearney  

 

presenting 

 

The Future of RMPA, Speciociprocity in Primate Labs, 

Truthiness Related to College Teaching, and Positive 

Technopodsoup for the Right-Souled Graduate School 

Applicant: An Analysis of the Effects of Colons on the 

Length of Conference Presentation Titles—With a Look 

Ahead to the Use of Dashes 

 

*The order of authorship was determined randomly, because 

neither author made a significant contribution to the program. 

 
RMPA Distinguished Lecture 

 

“Moral Motivation:  Integrity or Hypocrisy?”   
 

C. Daniel Batson 

University of Kansas 
 

Why do people act morally—when they do?  Moral 

philosophers and psychologists often assume that acting 

morally in the absence of incentives or 

sanctions is a product of a desire to 

uphold one or another moral principle 

(e.g., fairness).  I call this form of 

motivation moral integrity because the 

goal is to actually be moral.  In a series 

of studies designed to explore the 

nature of moral motivation, colleagues 

and I have found little evidence of 

moral integrity.  We have found 

considerable evidence of a different form of moral motivation, 

moral hypocrisy.  The goal of moral hypocrisy is to appear 

moral yet, if possible, avoid the cost of being moral.  To fully 

reach the goal of moral hypocrisy requires self-deception, and 

we have found evidence of that as well.  If hypocrisy is the 

operative moral motive, commonly suggested strategies for 

encouraging moral behavior are likely to be largely 

ineffective.   

 
Gardner Memorial Lecture 

 

“Spitting in the Wind: From Gorillas to 

Caregivers” 
 

Mark L. Laudenslager, Ph.D.,  

Department of Psychiatry,  

University of Colorado Health Sciences Center  

 
Over the last two decades, saliva hormones as biomarkers 

have shown an exponential proliferation as applied to clinical 

populations, healthy populations, and animal studies, 

particularly in nonhuman primates. This presentation will 

focus on salivary cortisol as a biomarker of circadian rhythms, 

stress, and psychopathology in studies from our laboratory and 

others.  

 

 
CTUP Invited Address 

 

“Four Decades Professing Psychology:  Lessons 

I Have Learned” 
 

David Myers 

Hope College 

 
Social psychologist David Myers 
professes psychology at Michigan's 

Hope College. His scientific writings, 

supported by National Science 

Foundation grants and fellowships and 

recognized by the Gordon Allport 

Prize, have appeared in two dozen 

academic periodicals, including 

Science, the American Scientist, the 

American Psychologist, and 

Psychological Science. 

 

David is a communicator of psychological science to college 
students and the general public. He has summarized 

psychological research for the public through articles in more 

than three dozen magazines, from Scientific American to 

Christian Century, and through fifteen books, including 

general interest books and textbooks. 

 

He is a Seattle native, an all-weather bicyclist, and an avid 

noontime basketball player and fan of his college's basketball 

teams. David and Carol Myers married while undergraduates 

at Whitworth College and are parents of three adult children, 

sons Peter and Andrew, and a daughter, Laura.  Carol is the 
creator of a world class website offering information and 

resources related to St. Nicholas. 
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President’s Symposium 

 

“The Tarnished Golden Years:   

Facing Cognitive Decline and Death” 

 
 
Participants: 

 
“Cognition from 5 to 90 years of 

age: Life is a quadratic.” 

 

Hasker P. Davis, Ph.D. 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.  

 
 
“Cognitive Impairment Response 

Model:  What we know, what we 

see, and how we respond to early 

signs of Alzheimer’s Disease in 

others.” 

 
Sara Honn Qualls, Ph.D.  

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.   

 
 
“Coping with awareness of the 

inevitability of death in later 

life:  A terror management 

theory perspective.” 

 

Tom Pyszczynski, Ph.D. 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.   

 

 

Past President’s Address 

 

 

“Memory and Aging” 

 

Betty Glisky, Ph.D. 

University of Arizona 

 

 

William James APS Lecture 
 

“Learning and memory in 

preverbal infants.” 
 

Carolyn Rovee-Collier, Ph.D. 

Rutgers University 

 

RMPA Invited Address 

 
“Using PowerPoint to Ruin a Perfectly Good 

Lecture” 

 

David B. Daniel, Ph.D. 

University of Northern Colorado 

 
The primary focus of this talk will 
be on the appropriate use of specific 
technology to complement your 
personal teaching style and course goals.  In 
particular, we will distinguish between the uses of 
PowerPoint as a teaching tool as opposed to a 
presentation-tool.   

 

 

RMPA Invited Lecture 

 

“Recent Research in Terror Management.” 

 

Tom Pyszczynski, Ph.D. 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.   

 
 

2007 Ellis-Battig Memory Symposium 
 

"Contemporary Memory Research:  

Connections with the Past at the University of 

Colorado" 

 

Speakers 

Alinda Friedman, Ph.D., University of Alberta 

Gilles O. Einstein, Ph.D., Furman University 

Michael E. J. Masson, Ph.D., University of 

Victoria 

Mark A. McDaniel, Ph.D., Washington 

University 
 

Discussant 

Ronald T. Kellogg, Ph.D., Saint Louis University 

 

Co-Organizers 

Lyle E. Bourne, Jr., Ph.D., University of 

Colorado, Boulder 

Alice F. Healy, Ph.D., University of Colorado, 

Boulder 
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RMPA Early Career Award 

Call for Nominations! 

 
RMPA is soliciting nominations for the 2007 Early Career 
Award. The award will be presented at the Denver convention 
to recognize a young member of RMPA who has already made 
significant contributions to the Association and to 
psychology. The awards committee consists of the past-
president, the president, and the president-elect. 
Recommendations of the awards committee are ratified by the 
RMPA Executive Committee. 

 

Criteria for the Award 

 
Candidates for the award must: 
• have a doctorate in psychology or a related field 
• have been granted a degree five to ten years prior to their 

nomination 
• have been visibly active in RMPA for no less than 5 

years, and, ideally,  should have mentored students who 
have participated in RMPA 

• show promise of achieving national visibility 
 

To Nominate a Candidate for the Award 

 
All that is required for a nomination is 
• a current vita 
• two letters of recommendation that speak to the criteria 

listed above 
 
Self-nominations are acceptable. 
 
Deadline for Nomination: February 1, 2007 
 

Send nominations to: 
Charles Honts, Ph.D. 
Department of Psychology 
1910 University Drive, MS 1715 
Boise State University 
Boise, ID   83725-1715 
 
Or via e-mail to: chonts@boisestate.edu 

 

 

 

Previous Early Career Award Recipients 

 

2003 – William Douglas Woody, University of                  

Northern Colorado 

2004 – Britton Mace, Southern Utah University 

2005 – Michelle Butler, US Air Force Academy 

2006 – Carla Reyes, University of Utah 

 

 

 

 

 
RMPA Executive Committee 2006-2007 

 

President: 

Nancy J. Karlin, President 

School of Psychological Sciences 

University of Northern Colorado 

Greeley, CO 80639 

nancy.karlin@unco.edu 

 

President-Elect: 

Judith A. Sugar  

School of Public Health / 274 

University of Nevada 

Reno, NV   89557-0036 

jsugar@unr.edu 

 

Past-President: 

Charles R. Honts 

Department of Psychology 

Boise State University 

Boise, ID 83725-1715 

chonts@boisestate.edu 

 

Secretary: 

Robert F. Rycek 

Department of Psychology 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Kearney, NE  68849-5140 

rycekr@unk.edu 

 

Treasurer: 

Cheryl E. Sanders 

Metropolitan State College of Denver 

Department of Psychology, Box 54 

Denver, CO   80217-3362 

sandersc@mscd.edu 

 

Program Chair: 

Diane Martichuski 

Department of Psychology 

University of Colorado at Boulder 

Boulder, CO   80309 

diane.martichuski@colorado.edu 

 

Archivist/Historian: 

Richard L. Miller 

Department of Psychology 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Kearney, NE  68849-5140 

millerrrl@unk.edu 

 

Diversity Council Chair: 

Position currently vacant 

 


